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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -76 have been examined in response to application file 07/1 5/2003. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 14,31, and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. The current claims are directed to 
"a computer readable medium including computer executable instructions", which lack 
functionality. Furthermore, according to the specification, page 6 paragraph 31 , recites 
"communication media typically embodies a modulated data signal, such as a carrier 
wave ". Signals, as a medium is not one of statutory subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1 , 2, 5-9, 12-14, 32-34, 43, 44, 57-59, 66, 67, 69-72, 75 and 76 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by IBM Technical Disclosure 
Bulletin (Workspace Tiling Control, November 1, 1995), hereinafter, "IBM TDB". 
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As to claim 1, IBM TDB teaches a method for providing a user interface (page 1 
-> IBM TDB discloses displaying multiple desktop (Ul) on one workstation), comprising: 
providing a first viewable region capable of displaying a first portion of a desktop on a 
display device; and providing a second viewable region capable of displaying a second 
portion of the desktop on the display device (page 1 & 2 IBM TDB discloses allowing 
a user to view a local desktop and a portion of a remote desktop simultaneously), 
wherein a portion of the first viewable region redirects data input to and associates the 
data input with the second portion of the desktop (page 1 & 2 -» IBM TDB discloses 
moving files from one workstation to another by dragging and dropping files). 

As to claim 2, IBM TDB teaches accepting user input, wherein at least some of 
the user input includes the data input redirected to the second portion of the desktop 
(page 2 IBM TDB discloses wherein moving files by dragging and dropping initiate 
network transfers between the workstations). 

As to claim 5, IBM TDB teaches wherein the first viewable region includes a data input 
region in which a user can enter data, wherein the data input region is outside of the 
portion in which the data input is redirected to the second portion of the desktop (page 
2 IBM TDB discloses using a pointer to select an object which is located in one 
window and then dragging it to another window). 
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As to claim 6, IBM TDB teaches moving data Irom the first portion of the desktop 
to the second portion of the desktop via the portion that redirects the data input to the 
second portion of the desktop (page 2 -> IBM TDB discloses moving files from one 
workspace to another by dragging and dropping). 

As to claim 7, IBM TDB teaches wherein an user input device moves the data 
from the first portion of the desktop to the second portion of the desktop. It is inherent 
and well known in the art that the method of dragging and dropping objects within a 
computer are executed through an input device, such as a mouse. 

As to claim 8, IBM TDM teaches method according to claim 6, further comprising: 
moving data from the second portion of the desktop to the first portion of the desktop 
via the portion that redirects the data input to the second portion of the desktop (page 2 
-> IBM TDB discloses moving files from one workspace to another by dragging and 
dropping). 

As to claim 9, IBM TDB teaches moving data fi-om the second portion of the 
desktop to the first portion of the desktop via the portion that redirects the data input to 
the second portion of the desktop (page 2 -> IBM TDB discloses moving files from one 
workspace to another by dragging and dropping, further teaching that this operation 
can be performed in any window). 
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As to claim 12, IBM TDB teaches displaying at least some content in the second 
viewable region when a pointing device points within the second viewable region (page 
1 & 2 -> IBM TDB discloses displaying multiple workstations). Regardless of the 
position of the pointing device content of any of the regions can be viewed. 

As to claim 13, IBM TDB teaches wherein the content displayed includes 
information associated with a location of the pointing device with the second viewable 
region (page 1 & 2 -> IBM TDB discloses displaying multiple workstations). 
Regardless of the position of the pointing device content of any of the regions can be 
viewed. 

Claim 14 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 1. 

As to claim 32, IBM TDB teaches maintaining a first portion of a desktop; 
maintaining a second portion of the desktop, wherein the second portion of the 
desktop includes a region representing the first portion of the desktop; and 
altering content of the first or second portions of the desktop in at least 
some instances based on data input directed to the region (page 1 & 2 IBM TDB 
discloses multiple desktops on a screen which allow for drag and drop operation for 
transferring files). 



As to claim 33, IBM TDB teaches wherein at least some data input directed 
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to the second portion of the desl<top outside the region does not affect the 
content of the first portion of the desktop (page 2 IBM TDB discloses wherein 
moving files by dragging and dropping initiate network transfers between the 
workstations, but does not change the user interface of the first display). 

As to claim 34, IBM TDB teaches accepting user input as the data input directed 
to the region (page 2 -> IBM TDB discloses wherein moving files by dragging and 
dropping initiate network transfers between the workstations). 

As to claim 43, IBM TDB teaches displaying at least a portion of the first portion 
of the desktop in the second portion of the desktop when a pointing device points 
within the region (page 1 & 2 -» IBM TDB discloses displaying multiple workstations). 
Regardless of the position of the pointing device content of any of the regions can be 
viewed. 

Claim 44 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 32. 
Claim 57 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 32. 
Claim 58 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 33. 
Claim 59 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 34. 
Claim 66 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 43. 
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As to claim 67, IBM TDB teaches a first display device for displaying the first 
portion of the desktop (page 1 & 2 IBM TDB teaches displaying multiple desktops on 
a screen). 

As for claim 69, IBM TDB teaches a display device for displaying the second 
portion of the desktop (page 2 IBM TDB discloses displaying multiple desktops on a 
screen). 

As to claim 70, IBM TDB teaches a user interface displayed by a display device, 
comprising: a first region representing a first portion of a desktop; a second region 
representing a second portion of the desktop; and a data transfer path that allows data 
to be transferred between the first region and the second region (page 1 & 2 ^ IBM 
TDB discloses displaying multiple desktops on a computer screen and allowing data 
transfer through a drag and drop operation which initiates the a network transfer 
between the desktops). 

As to claim 71 , IBM TDB teaches wherein the first region includes a data input 
region in which a user can enter data (page 1 & 2 -> IBM TDB discloses a drag and 
drop operation). 

As to claim 72, IBM TDB teaches wherein data directed to the data input region 
does not affect content of the second region (page 1 & 2 -> IBM TDB discloses that the 
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drag and drop operation allows for manipulation of the user interface. When the user is 
not performing that operation input in the active region will not affect the inactive 
region). 

As to claim 75, IBM TDB teaches wherein when a pointing device points within at 
least one of the first region or the second region, at least a portion of the first region or 
the second region is displayed (page 1 & 2 -> IBM TDB discloses displaying multiple 
workstations). Regardless of the position of the pointing device content of any of the 
regions can be viewed. 

As to claim 76, IBM TDB teaches wherein the portion displayed includes 
information associated with a location of the pointing device (page 1 & 2 -> IBM TDB 
discloses displaying multiple workstations). Regardless of the position of the pointing 
device content of any of the regions can be viewed. 

5. Claims 15-26, 29-31. 45-54, and 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Sigona et al (US Patent 5694150), hereinafter, "Sigona". 

As to claim 15, Sigona teaches displaying a first portion of a desktop using a first 
display device; displaying a second portion of the desktop using a second display 
device, (Figure 3) wherein at least a portion of a display by the second display device 
includes a region representing the first display device (column 8 lines 1-9); and altering 
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content displayed by the first display device in at least some instances based on data 
input directed to the region representing the first display device (column 9 lines 49-54). 

As to claim 16, Sigona teaches wherein at least some data input directed 
outside the region representing the first display device does not affect the 
content displayed by the first display device (Figure 8). 

As to claim 17, Sigona teaches accepting user input as the data input directed to 
the region representing the first display device (column 2 line 67- column 3 line 5). 

As to claim 18, Sigona teaches wherein this user input includes use of a pen 
(column 1 lines 34-37). 

As to claim 19, Sigona teaches determining at least a first coordinate of the 
second display device associated with the data input directed to the region 
representing the first display device; and remapping the first coordinate to a 
corresponding coordinate of the first display device (column 4 lines 68-68, column 9 
line 55 through column 10 line 4). 

As to claim 20, Sigona teaches wherein the content displayed by the first display 
device is altered at the corresponding coordinate based on the data input directed to 
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the region representing the first display device (column 7 lines 48-51, column 8 lines 1- 
9). 

As to claim 21 , Sigona teaches wherein the second portion of the desktop 
includes a data input region in which a user can enter data, wherein the data input 
region is outside of the region representing the first display device (column 3 lines 25- 
39). 

As to claim 22, Sigona teaches wherein data directed to the data input region of 
the second portion of the desktop does not affect content displayed by the first display 
device (column 3 lines 25-39). 

As to claim 23, Sigona teaches moving data from the second portion of the 
desktop to the first portion of the desktop via the region representing the first display 
device (column 2 line 67 through column 3 line 5). 

As to claim 24, Sigona teaches wherein a user input device moves the data 
from the second portion of the desktop to the first portion of the desktop (column 1 
lines 34-37, column 2 line 64-67). 
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As to claim 25, Sigona teaches moving data from the first portion of the desktop 
to the second portion of the desktop via the region representing the first display device 
(Figure 3, column 2 line 67 through column 3 line 5). 

As to claim 26, Sigona teaches moving data from the first portion of the desktop 
to the second portion of the desktop via the region representing the first display device 
(Figure 3, column 2 line 67 through column 3 line 5). 

As to claim 29, Sigona teaches displaying at least a portion of content In the 
region representing the first display device when a pointing device points within the 
region representing the first display device (Figure 3, Figure 8 -> Sigona discloses that 
regardless of the position of the pointer the region of 1^* display device will be 
displayed). 

As to claim 30, Sigona teaches wherein the portion displayed Includes 
information associated with a location of the pointing device with the region (Figure 3, 
Figure 8 -> Sigona discloses that regardless of the position of the pointer the region of 
1^* display device will be displayed). 

Claim 31 , is rejected under the same rationale as claim 1 5. 
Claim 45 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 15. 
Claim 46 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 16. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 3, 4, 35-41 , 60-64, and 68 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over IBM Technical Disclosure Bulletin (Workspace Tiling Control, 
November 1, 1995) in view of Sigona et al (US Patent 5694150). 

As to claim 3, IBM TDB teaches the method according to claim 2. However IBM 
TDB does not teach wherein the user input includes use of a pen. Sigona teaches a 
pen as a known pointing/input device (column 1 line 34-37). 
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It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have used a pen as a user input device to allow ease of dragging and 
dropping files on a screen and for providing a pointing coordinate). 

As for claim 4, IBM TDB teaches the method of claim 1 . However IBM TDB does 
not teach determining and mapping coordinates. Sigona teaches determining at least a 
first coordinate of the first viewable region associated with the data input to be 
redirected to the second portion of the desktop; and remapping the first coordinate to a 
corresponding coordinate of the second portion of the desktop (column 4 lines 58-68, 
column 9 line 55 through column 10 line 4). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the fime the invention was 
made to had combined determining and mapping of coordinates of Sigona to the 
multiple viewing of workstations of IBM TDB to correlate a relation between multiple 
workstations when transferring information. 

As to claim 35, IBM TDB teaches the method of 34. However, IBM TDB does not 
, teach wherein the user input includes use of a pen. Sigona teaches a pen as a known 
pointing/input device (column 1 line 34-37). 
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It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have used a pen as a user input device to allow ease of dragging and 
dropping files on a screen and for providing a pointing coordinate). 

As to claim 36, IBM TDB teaches the method of 32. However, IBM TDB does not 
teach determining and mapping coordinates. Sigona teaches determining at least a 
first coordinate of the second portion of the desktop associated with the data input 
directed to the region; and remapping the first coordinate to a corresponding 
coordinate in the first portion of the desktop (column 4 lines 58-68, column 9 line 65 
through column 10 line 4). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to had combined determining and mapping of coordinates of Sigona to the 
multiple viewing of workstations of IBM TDB to correlate a relation between multiple 
workstations when transferring information. 

As to claim 37, Sigona teaches wherein the content of the first portion of the 
desktop is altered at the corresponding coordinate based on the data input directed to 
the region representing the first portion of the desktop (column 7 lines 48-51 , column 8 
lines 1-9). 
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As to claim 38, IBM TDB teaches the method of claim 32. However IBM TDB 
does not teach wherein the second portion of the desktop includes a data input region 
in which a user can enter data, wherein the data input region is outside of the region. 
Sigona teaches wherein the second portion of the desktop includes a data input region 
in which a user can enter data, wherein the data input region is outside of the region 
(column 3 lines 25-39). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined the displaying of multiple workstations of IBM TDB with 
desktop in which the data input region is outside of the region, to allow for flexible 
manipulation of the desktop. 

As to claim 39, IBM TDB teaches the method of claim 32. However IBM TDB 
does not teach moving data from the second portion of the desktop to the first portion 
of the desktop via the region. Sigona teaches moving data from the second portion of 
the desktop to the first portion of the desktop via the region (column 2 line 67 through 
column 3 line 5). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined the displaying of multiple workstations of IBM TDB with 
desktop to move data, to allow for flexible manipulation of the desktop. 
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As to claim 40, Sigona teaclies moving data from the first portion of the desktop 
to the second portion of the desktop via the region (column 2 line 67 through column 3 
line 5). 

As to claim 41, IBM TDB teaches the method of claim 32. IBM TDB does not 
teach moving data from the first portion of the desktop to the second portion of the 
desktop via the region. Sigona teaches moving data from the first portion of the 
desktop to the second portion of the desktop via the region (column 2 line 67 through 
column 3 line 5). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined the displaying of multiple workstations of IBM TDB with 
desktop to move data, to allow for flexible manipulation of the desktop. 

Claim 60 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 36. 
Claim 61 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 37. 
Claim 62 is rejected under the same i-ationale as claim 38. 
Claim 63 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 39. 
Claim 64 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 41. 
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As for claim 68, IBM TDB teaches the system of claim 67. However, IBM TDB 
does not teach a second display. Sigona teaches a second display device for 
displaying the second portion of the desktop (Figure 3). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined the multiple desktop of IBM TDB with the second display 
device of Sigona to allow multiple viewing ports on a single GUI operating system 
workspace. 

8. Claims 10, 1 1, 42, 65, 73, and 74 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over IBM Technical Disclosure Bulletin (Workspace Tiling Control, 
November 1, 1995) in view of Herndon et al (US Patent 6249290 B1), hereinafter, 
"Hemdon". 

As to claim 10, IBM TDB teaches a method according to claim 1 . However IBM 
TDB does not teach magnifying content. Herndon teaches further magnifying at least 
some content in the viewable region when a pointing device points within the viewable 
region (column 5 lines 1-13 -> Herndon teaches zooming in on objects in response to a 
mouse or keyboard). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined the multiple desktop of IBM TDB with the zooming engine of 
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Herndon to allow users to review available resources from a broad perspective, and 
then focus with greater detail on particular resources. 

As to claim 1 1 , Herndon teaches wherein the content magnified includes 
information associated with a location of the pointing device with the second viewable 
region (column 2 lines 21-29). 

As to claim 42, IBM TDB teaches the method of claim 32. However IBM TDB 
does not teach magnifying portions of the desktop. Herndon teaches displaying a 
magnified view of at least a portion of the first portion of the desktop in the second 
portion of the desktop when a pointing device points within the region (column 5 lines 
1-13 _^ Herndon teaches zooming in on objects in response to a mouse or keyboard). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined the desktop of IBM TDB with the zooming engine of Herndon 
to allow users to review available resources from a broad perspective, and then focus 
with greater detail on particular resources. 

Claim 65 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 42. 

As to claim 73, IBM TDB teaches the user interface of claim 70. However IBM 
TDM does not teach magnifying portions of the desktop. Herndon teaches wherein 
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when a pointing device points within at least one of the first region or the second 
region, a magnified view of at least a portion of the first region or the second region is 
displayed (column 5 lines 1-13 -> Herndon teaches zooming in on objects in response 
to a mouse or keyboard). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined the multiple desktop of IBM TDB with the zooming engine of 
Herndon to allow users to review available resources from a broad perspective, and 
then focus with greater detail on particular resources. 

As to claim 74, Herndon teaches wherein the portion displayed 
includes information associated with a location of the pointing device (column 2 lines 
21-29). 

9. Claims rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sigona et al 

A 

(US Patent 5694150) in view of Herndon et al (US Patent 6249290 81 ). 

As to claim 27, Sigona teaches the method of claim 1. However, Sigona does 
not teach magnifying a portion of the content. Herndon teaches magnifying at least a 
portion of content in the region representing the first display device when a pointing 
device points within the region representing the first display device (column 5 lines 1- 
13 Herndon teaches zooming in on objects in response to a mouse or keyboard). 
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It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined the desktop of Sigona with the zooming engine of Herndon to 
allow users to review available resources from a broad perspective, and then focus 
with greater detail on particular resources. 

As to claim 28 Herndon teaches wherein the portion magnified includes 
information associated with a location of the pointing device with the region (column 2 
lines 21-29). 

Claim 55 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 27. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record on Form PTO 892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrea N. Long whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1055. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thurs 7:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Andrea N. Long 
12/18/2006 




